Pro-active

An eager Colin Simpson gets his hands on
Robert Sorby's ProEdge sharpening system

he people ar Roberr Sorby are

very excited abour their new

ProEdge sharpening syscem.
We fearored ic in tood ralk lase issue
and | asked if | could borrow a unin
o give if a more in-depth review. At
thar timse the MDD, Perer Call, pold
me that sales had surpassed all
expectations and the only unit
available was an ex-demo one, This
is the one featured bere, but | have
tor sy that, apart from one hittle
scratch on the pantwork, it looked
brand new, It came very well boxed
with a comprehensive handbook,

The ProEdge 15 a complete
sharpening system, capable of
putting an edge not only on tuming
rools but also hand chisels, plane
blades and carving chisels and
gouges. There 15 also a range of
accessories available for the
ProEdge.

[he skew chisel jig,
srandard profile gouge jig
and fingernail profile arm
come as standard with the ProEdge
Plus. The ather accessories can be
purchased separately and extend the
versarility of rhis unir considerably.
Theee are a number of different belr
types and grits — aluminium oxide
for woosdworking chisels, plane
wons and carvang toals, ceramic
belts for heavy marerial removal and
rirconium for HS% tools as well as
router birs and drills.

I weas goang to star my nest by
\:'|.|r|1|,'||.||1!.1 my turming bools ol
lesaded the 1 20grit sirconiunm belt.

Loading

Loading or changing the belr s
simple, There is a bele-release lever
thar, when moved, releses the
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tension an the bele. Two T-bar bols
need o be undone o remove the
metal guard betore the belr is simply
slid over the two pulleys, Re-apply

f
the rension o the bele and refir the |
guard. Alignment 15 also very easy, |
The two tracking adjustment bars = 1

supphed with the unit = are used o
slacken off the locking collar and 1o
move the tracking shaly, When
correctly aligned, the locking callar
is tightenecd,

The whole of the sharpening bele
assembly can be tlted throogh

abour 80" from versical to almaost
honzontal, This enables ot to be set
in the most comfortable posinion for
the user. Adjustment of this is also
simple = just a matter of slackening
wo screws near the dove palley,

[ found that 1 preferred the bele
assembly in a lower position for
sharpening my skew chisels and
general woodworking chisels and in
a more upright position for
sharpening my gouges and scrapers,

With the exceprion of the

fingernail gouge, the tools are

sharpened using the adjustable
platform. This can be adjusted o
any angle vou like bur there are pre-
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